Core group minutes – 3rd June 2008

Present – Father Harney, Marianne Down, Felicity Fletcher, Ann Whitfield, Andrea Whitehead, Kath Hoyle and Brendan Lally.

1. Opening Prayer

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of the last meeting/matters arising.

A deanery youth worker has been appointed – Claire Lees. There will be a wine and cheese ‘getting to know you’ session at Sacred Heart on Friday 5th September at 7pm. All are welcome. Marianne said that she would be attending. Claire is due to come to our parish on Sunday 14th of September. She is only making one visit to each parish but has agreed to come to both the 10.30am mass at St. Mary’s and the 6.30pm mass at St. Ann’s due to the special nature of our parish.

4. 150th Anniversary – History

One meeting has already been held. The 2nd was to take place on the 4th June 2008 at Betty McKay’s house at 7pm. This group plans to produce a booklet about the history of the parish including some of the parishioner’s memories. They also plan to make a CD/DVD of photographs. The group would like to have a logo designed for the anniversary – perhaps the school could be involved in this? They are also looking at the possibility of the school being involved in the creation of video diaries – possibly interviewing some of the older members of the parish. Geraldine Bebb will be at the next meeting and this will provide a great point of liaison. Father Harney is looking into having the engraving on Father Young’s headstone restored. John Wright is organising a walk from St. Vincent’s (possibly on the 1st Sunday of December). A procession from the old railway station prior to the mass on the 15th August was suggested. Father said that we could ask churches together to join with us in this. Lots of photo collecting is happening at the moment and Ann Whitfield said she might do a little display to generate interest, as they would like to have pictures from as many parishioners as possible.

5. 150th Anniversary – Spiritual and Liturgical
Two meetings have been held (9th April/15th May). Is there a possibility that we could contact the Vincentians with the hope that they will send a representative to the mass on the 15th August? Brendan proposed that we have a ‘What’s on’ page on the parish website. Ann said that she would put a calendar on the website as well as adding the minutes from each meeting as and when they come in. The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 15th July 2008 at Margaret Flaherty’s house (36 Whitwell lane, Stocksbridge).

6. 150th Anniversary – Social
The main idea from this group is that a parish gala could be held at St. Ann’s school on the 22nd of August. This would involve and outdoor mass followed by a program of events throughout the day. The feedback from the questionnaires includes ideas for home and away quiz nights, picnic and mass at Padley gorge, St. Patrick’s night celebration, a commemorative mug, and a dinner dance. The consensus from the social group was that a dinner dance was not wanted. The sick and housebound should be involved and informed about all events. The core group suggested that we might hold the gala on a different day. Andrea raised the issue of holidays- it is important that we allow parents a 2-week space to take family holidays. It is hoped that the social group discuss this and find a solution. Andrea also suggested getting the dates in the bulletin A.S.A.P to allow people to plan their holidays. A teaser campaign would work well here. There is also the possibility of having the key dates in next year’s diary. Felicity and Marianne said that they would try to contact the person in charge of the diaries and float the idea. Father suggested that we bring these ideas to the forum and the head teacher of St. Ann’s school.

7. 150th Anniversary – Special Project.
One meeting had taken place and a further meeting was scheduled. It was suggested by Tammy Neal that we have a display of a village in the church hall and ask people to sponsor various aspect of that village i.e. buy a sheep or the brick for a building. This could be liturgically linked and could also involve Confirmation and Holy Communion groups. Felicity will look into how we can go about doing this. The group also wondered if there was anything within the parish that needed to be attended to i.e. purchasing new cruets etc. The core group suggested that this group might take on the addition of dates to one of the stained glass windows. 

8. 150th Anniversary – Vision for the future
The minutes from this meeting will be posted onto the parish website. One meeting had been held. A youth club will be set up. This will meet on the 1st Saturday of every month and will be rum by the members of the vision for the future group Plus any other volunteer. The group would be free of charge with fund raising providing the financial backing. The group will be open to anyone in the area. 

9. After the Assembly II
This has given us a sense of being outward looking rather than insular. We need to try to open up events to a wider range of parishioners. Can we get more people involved on the justice and peace day on Saturday 14th June? Ann plans to go on the day. She will put a leaflet on the benches at each mass to generate interest.

10. A.O.B
i) Maureen Aitkin had suggested to Felicity that it would be a good idea to have a regular hymn-learning practise once every two months. It was agreed that this was a good idea. Felicity will set this up.

ii) The new hymn books are now in St. Ann’s. The old book and spares of the new book will be kept upstairs in the church – ready for special occasions etc.

iii) We need to look into getting a big screen for the mass on 15.08.09. Would Paul Cottrell have any contacts?

iv) Several member of the core group are nearing the end of their term. We need to advertise for new members and include this in the forum agenda.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 9th September 2008. 
